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Inhibitory effect of 1-O (2 methoxy) hexadecyl glycerol and phenylbutyrate on the malignant properties of human prostate cancer cells.
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Abstract

The ability of the naturally occurring ether lipid, 1-O (2 methoxy) hexadecyl glycerol (MHG), and phenylbutyrate (BP) to inhibit cellular proliferation, anchorage-independent growth and cellular invasion in the human prostate cancer LnCap and DU145 cells was determined. Both MHG and PB inhibited the malignant properties of these prostate cancer cells. The concentrations required to achieve similar inhibitory effect, however, were significantly different for these two agents. MHG inhibited cell growth with equal potency in these cell lines with an IC-50 value of 93 microM for LnCap, and 97 microM for DU145. The IC-50 values for PB were 1.3 mM and 7.3 mM, respectively, for LnCap and DU145 cells. Both MHG and PB (IC-50 concentrations) inhibited the anchorage-independent growth and cellular invasion in these cells. Over 50% inhibition of anchorage-independent growth was achieved for both LnCap and DU145 cells by PB, while a lesser degree of inhibition was achieved with MHG. Both MHG- and PB-treated cells showed a reduced propensity to invade matrigels. Invasion of PB-treated LnCap and DU145 cells was reduced, respectively, by approximate 41 and 30% when compared to untreated control cells, while invasion of MHG-treated LnCap and DU145 cells was reduced to a lesser extent. Because differentiation-inducing agents may possess chemopreventive properties, the use of naturally occurring MHG and nontoxic PB in the chemoprevention of malignant diseases warrants further investigation.

